To compare the results of laparoscopic cholecystectomy (LC) and open cholecystectomy (OC) for symptomatic cholelithiasis in elective surgery we performed a prospective matched-cohort study. Hundred consecutive patients who underwent LC in the period Sept. 1990-June 1992, and 100 patients who were age and sex matched and underwent an elective OC in the foregoing two years (1989)(1990) were studied. The median operation time for LC (75, 
INTRODUCTION
The introduction of laparoscopic cholecystectomy (LC) has been a significant milestone in the treatment of gallstone disease. By this method the gallbladder is removed through four small incisions using laparoscopic techniques. Since distribution of postoperative hospitalization time among both groups is presented in Figure 2 . The median postoperative hospital stay was 3 (1-16) days after LC and 7 (4-22) days after OC (P < 0.001). Complications were seen in 5% of the patients in both groups, which is comparable to the complication rates published by others. In different studies complications were seen in 1.6%-6% of the patient 3, 8, 15, 19 
